Siri
Lessons for Assistive Technologies

Siri lets you schedule events, write lists, send texts or emails, and
lots more using just your voice
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Siri

Open Siri & Search

• Siri is an app that’s already part of your
iOS device

• On your home screen, open the Settings
app

• Siri can do many tasks on your phone for
you, like scheduling events in your calendar,
writing lists, sending texts and emails, and
making phone calls

• Scroll down and tap Siri & Search to see
the different settings for Siri

• You can control Siri using just your voice
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Using “Hey Siri”

“Hey Siri” guide

• To make Siri work, you’ll need to turn it
on

• Next, you’ll go through a set of instructions
to help Siri recognize your voice. Tap
Continue to start.

• Tap the switch next to Listen for “Hey
Siri” so that it turns green

• Read the phrases that show up on your
screen out loud
• Tap Done when “Hey Siri” is ready on your
phone
• Now, when you say “Hey Siri” out loud to
your device, the Siri app will start listening
for your instructions
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Press the Side Button for Siri

Use Siri when Locked

• You can also make Siri work by pressing
the Side Button (or the Home button on
some devices)

• You can also use Siri when your device is
locked
• To do this, tap Siri & Search and find
Allow Siri When Locked

• To do this, tap Siri & Search and find
Press Side Button for Siri

• Tap the switch next to Allow Siri When
Locked so it turns green

• Tap the switch next to Press Side Button
for Siri so it turns green
• If Siri hasn’t been enabled before, you’ll
see a pop-up that asks you if you’re sure you
want to use Siri. Tap Enable Siri.
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Setting Siri’s Language

Setting up Siri’s Voice

• You can make sure Siri will speak the
same language as you

• You can change Siri’s voice

• Tap Siri & Search and find Language
• Tap the language you want Siri to use

• Tap Siri & Search and find Siri Voice
• Then tap the accent you want Siri to use
• You can also select a different gender by
tapping Voice 1 or Voice 2
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Choose when Siri speaks

Read Siri responses

• You can change when Siri speaks to you.

• In Siri Responses, there are also settings that
let you read what you and Siri have said

• Tap Siri & Search and find Siri Responses.

• If you want to read what Siri is saying, tap the
switch next to Always Show Siri Captions

• If you want Siri to always speak when you
say “Hey Siri,” tap Always to see a check mark
beside it

• If you want to read what you said to Siri, tap
the switch next to Always Show Speech
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Hey Siri schedule a meeting

Hey Siri set an alarm for 8am

Schedule an event in your calendar

Set an alarm or timer

• Siri can help you add an event to your
calendar

• Siri can set alarms and timers for you

• Say “Hey Siri, schedule a meeting”

• To set an alarm for 8am, say “Hey Siri,
set an alarm for 8am”

• Answer Siri’s questions about the time,
date, and title of your event

• To set a timer for 20 minutes, say “Hey
Siri, set a timer for 20 minutes”
• You can choose whatever times you
want for your alarm and your timer
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Hey Siri create grocery list

Hey Siri call Ahmed

Make a list

Call someone

• Siri can make lists for you so you can
organize ideas or make shopping lists

• To phone someone, like a friend named
Ahmed, say “Hey Siri, call Ahmed”

• To write a grocery list, say “Hey Siri,
create grocery list.” Siri will ask you to say
what you’d like to add to the list.

• Your phone will call that person
• When you tell Siri to contact someone,
your device will look for that person’s name
in your contact list. Make sure you use the
exact name that’s in your contact list so your
device contacts the right person.

• To add a new item, like apples, to your
grocery list later, say “Hey Siri, add apples
to my grocery list”
• If you want to see your list, tap on the
Reminders app in your device
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Hey Siri text Ahmed

Text someone

Hey Siri read my last message from Ahmed

Reading old texts

• To text someone, like a friend named
Ahmed, say “Hey Siri, text Ahmed”

• You can ask Siri to read the last text
messages you sent or received

• Then say the words you want Siri to write
in your text

• To hear the last text messages from your
friend Ahmed, say, “Hey Siri, read my last
message from Ahmed”
• Siri will ask if you’d like to reply to the
most recent text from this person
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Hey Siri write an email to Ahmed

Make calculations

Send an email

• You can use Siri like a calculator

• Siri can help you send emails. To do this,
you’ll need to have your email set up in the
Mail app on your device.

• To find out the answer to 4 x 12, say,
“Hey Siri, what is 4 times 12?”

• To write an email to your friend Ahmed,
say, “Hey Siri, write an email to Ahmed”
• Siri will ask you to say a subject for the
email and then ask you to what you want to
write in your email
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Hey Siri what is the temperature today

Hey Siri what’s the news today

Check the weather

Check the news

• You can ask Siri about the weather

• You can ask Siri for the latest news
headlines

• To find out how warm or cold it is outside,
say, “Hey Siri, what is the temperature
today?”
• To find out what the weather will be like
all week, say, “Hey Siri, what is the weekly
weather forecast?”

• To find out what’s in the news, say, “Hey
Siri, what’s the news today?”
• You can also ask Siri for the news on a
specific topic, like sports or entertainment.
To find out the latest sports news, say, “Hey
Siri, what’s the sports news today?”
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