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How to Spot Fake News

Tips for spotting fake news

#1 - Look at the website

The internet and social media is filled with fake news 
stories. They can cause a lot of confusion about 
what’s going on in the world. 

It can be very hard to tell which news stories are real, 
and which news stories are fake. 

If there’s ever a time when you aren’t sure if a news 
story is fake, try using this checklist to help you 
figure it out.

Is it a website that you recognize? 

Some websites pretend to be news sites, 
but aren’t really news sites with real 
journalists. 
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Many people only read the title of a news article. But the title doesn’t always 
give the full story. Take a moment and look through the article. Did the 
author create a headline just to shock you into reading it?

#2 - Read the entire article, not just the headline

#3 - Check the author

Credible news stories mention the author’s name. Do you recognize 
the author of the news story? If you recognize the author, do you 
trust them? If the story doesn’t have an author, it doesn’t mean the 
article is fake. But be cautious.
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#5 - Look for other news stories on the same topic

#4 - Check if there are any sources

If the story includes any facts or claims, does 
the author say where they came from? This is 
called a source. If the author doesn’t have any 
sources, facts or claims may not be true. Here’s 
an example of an article with a source.

You can do a Google search about the topic to see if any other 
news sites are writing about it. Usually, a popular story will be 
reported by many well-known news sites.

Source



5

How to Spot Fake News

#6 - Check if it’s meant to be a joke

#7 - Check the date of the story

Many websites write fake news as a joke. An example is The 
Beaverton, which writes joke stories about popular topics in Canada. 
The story may look real, but it’s meant to be a joke, or satire.

Here’s an example of a satire story about Prince Harry being fired 
from a job at Tim Hortons.

Sometimes you might see an interesting story on Facebook. 
But if you look closely, you’ll see it was written many years 
ago. Some people share old stories to get more attention.
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#8 - Use a “fact-checking” website

To help you figure out if a story is true or 
not, you can:

• ask a friend who reads and listens to a 
lot of news 

• ask a librarian at your local library

• use a website called Snopes. It 
researches popular stories to figure out if 
they’re real or fake
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Let’s go to www.snopes.com

On the bottom of the screen, you’ll see a 
round icon that’s red, yellow, and green. 
This is Google Chrome. Can you click it 
once to open it?

Click over here on the address bar. This is where we can type any 
website we want to go to. Can you type snopes.com?

When you’re done, press Enter . 
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Snopes is a website where you can fact-check 
news, articles, and stories. For example, if you read 
an article on Facebook and wonder if it’s true, you 
can check Snopes. It will tell you if the story is real, 
fake, or satire. 

You can search for a certain story, or browse their 
collections to see fact-checked news.

Let’s learn about Snopes
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Let’s search for a news story

You can use the search bar at the top of the page to 
search for any topic or news article. 

Can you click on the search bar and type Shark 
Hurricane? When you’re done, press Enter . 

Click on the first news article. It’s called Does This Picture Show a Shark 
Swimming Down a Highway After a Hurricane? This was a news story on 
TV and on the internet.
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Next, scroll down the page. 
You’ll see that Snopes has 
labelled this story as False.

Click the Play button to watch the video. 
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Scroll down the page 
again to see where 
the story came from.

Let’s try another story

Now let’s search for another story. Scroll back up to the top of the page. Type 
Bear motorcycle in the search bar. When you’re done, press Enter .
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Scroll down to check if the news story is real or 
fake. You can also watch the video for more 
information. What does the rating say?
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Go back to the search bar at the top of the page. Type 
Canadian skittles and press Enter .

Click on the first news article. It’s called Are Canadian 
Snowplows Using Skittles to Maintain Roads?

Let’s try one more story

Scroll down to check the rating 
of this news story. Snopes says 
that this story is satire.

This means it was written as a 
joke. It was not meant to be 
“Fake News,” but to be funny!
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Can you... Yes Not Yet

Check the date of a news story to see if it’s current?

Check the source of a story?

Use www.snopes.com to search if a story is real or fake?

Review

Now let’s see what you’ve learned 

   W
e’re done!

Did everything make sense? 
Is there anything you want to try again? 

Do you think you can do 
these things by yourself?

What do you want to do next?

 Refresh, 
let’s go over this lesson again

 I understand it all, 
let’s go to the next lesson


